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went to the forest, collected wood, and made a pyre.
On setting fire to it and seeing it blaze up he became
afraid, and did not relish the idea of death. Mean-
while a thief arrived and asked why this great fire ?
Mana related his whole story. The thief on hearing
of the Guru's greatness began to repent, and con-
cluded that he had at last an opportunity of wiping
out the sins of his past life. He accordingly said to
Mana, ' Take this casket of gems from me, and let
me in exchange for it obey the Guru's order/ Mana
being a greedy man and loving life, a bargain was
struck on these terms. The thief obtained faith, cre-
mated himself, it is said, and went to his repose at Guru
Nanak's feet. Mana went to the bazar to sell the
gems, and was there arrested on suspicion of having
stolen them. The result of his trial was that he
was hanged, and the stolen gems restored to their
owner. ' So true is it/ as the Guru subsequently
said, ' that the perverse lose both worlds, and, if
folly depart not from the heart, man obtaineth not
salvation even by living near the Guru/

Balwand and Satta continued to please the Guru's
visitors with their songs and music; but on seeing
his glory increase, their pride and greed increased
in the same ratio. They boasted that it was on
account of their music the Guru had become re-
nowned. One day an elderly Sikh asked them to
sing him a hymn. They made a rude reply, saying,
e Shall,we sing hymns for peasants ? ' The Guru on
hearing this was not pleased, and, when the minstrels
came to sing at the evening seance, turned his back
on them. They went round so as to catch his eye,
but he again avoided their salutation. They asked
what offence they had committed. He informed
them and said that, as they would not sing to a Sikh
of his, they must not sing to him. They fell at his
feet and begged his pardon, which he good-naturedly
granted. Their pride, however, was not totally
humbled. They determined to sing for the future